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THE MINISTRY OF READER 

“The Church has always venerated the divine scriptures as it has venerated the Body of the 
Lord, in that it never ceases, above all in the sacred liturgy, to partake of the bread of life and to 
offer it to the faithful from the one table of the word of God and the Body of Christ. It has 
always regarded and continues to regard the scriptures, taken together with sacred tradition, as 
the supreme rule of its faith” (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum, n. 21, 
Vatican Council II, 1965). 

THE MINISTRY OF READER 

“In the absence of an instituted lector, other lay people may be deputed to proclaim the 
readings from Sacred Scripture, people who are truly suited to carrying out this function and 
carefully prepared, so that by their hearing the readings from the sacred texts the faithful may 
conceive in their hearts a sweet and living affection for Sacred Scriptures” (General Instruction 
of the Roman Missal, n. 101, 2011). 

PREPARATION 

During the week prior to your assignment, practice out loud and read the commentaries in the 
provided workbook and/or online at www.usccb.org. Click on the “Daily Readings” tab at the 
top of the home page. It is also recommended that you listen to the readings podcast (helpful 
for pronunciations!) and view the video reflection provided. All these things will help you 
understand the texts you will be proclaiming. 

SOLEMNITIES 

Solemnities include Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. The texts are arranged in a three-year 
cycle: A, B and C. There are three readings: First Reading from the Old Testament (except during 
the Easter Season), Second Reading from the writings of the apostles (usually St. Paul) and the 
Gospel. All these readings are contained in a book called the Lectionary (but the Gospel is 
usually proclaimed from the Book of the Gospels). 

FUNCTIONS OF THE READER 

The announcements and Mass introduction are to be read 2 minutes before the start of Mass. 
This should be done from the cantor’s lectern (next to the piano)…NOT the ambo. The ambo is 
the “altar” for the Liturgy of the Word and should be reserved for the readings, homily and 
Universal Prayer only. 

[This will not be possible in Plum since there is no cantor’s lectern available. Pre-Mass 
introduction/announcements will be made from the ambo in Plum.] 

 

http://www.usccb.org/
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However, before Mass begins, you will want to check to be sure that the ambo mic’s green light 
is on and that you have adjusted the ambo mic position for your voice and your height. If the 
green light is not on, check in the work sacristy to be sure that the church sound system has 
been turned on. After reading the announcements and Mass introduction, pause a few 
moments before announcing the Opening Song (in Hostyn only). 

In the procession to the altar, when no Deacon is present, the Reader carries the Book of the 
Gospels, ELEVATED SLIGHTLY (just below your line of sight—not above head level). Note: the 
Lectionary is NEVER carried in procession. The Reader walks in front of the priest. Upon 
reaching the altar, walk behind the altar and place the Book of the Gospels flat on the altar (in 
the middle of the altar…several inches up from the edge of the altar), then bow to the altar and 
go to the Reader’s place in the first pew near the ambo. The Reader is not seated in the 
sanctuary. 

Please note that in the procession there should be notable spaces between the altar servers, 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Reader, Deacon (when present) and Priest. This is 
the order for both the procession and the recession. 

Ordinarily, the Reader will read the First and the Second readings at the ambo. Proclaim the 
Word confidently, clearly and without rushing. Pause before you begin the readings to give the 
assembly a few moments to prepare to hear the readings. NEVER say: “The first reading is…” or 
“the second reading is…” or “the Responsorial Psalm…” or anything else. Simply read what is in 
the Lectionary without adding your own words or subtracting any words from the Church’s 
sacred texts. 

After the Second Reading, put the Lectionary on the shelf of the ambo (or in Plum, on the stand 
to the left of the ambo) so the Priest or Deacon can place the Book of the Gospels on the ambo. 
After the Gospel is proclaimed, all ministers may immediately sit. 

When a deacon is not present at Mass, the Reader reads the petitions of the Universal Prayer 
(formerly called the Prayer of the Faithful and/or the General Intercessions). Begin moving to 
the ambo at the words of the Creed: “I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church…” 
and be prepared to begin reading the petitions as soon as the Priest concludes the introduction 
to the Universal Prayer. Remain at the ambo as the Priest offers the concluding prayer of the 
Universal Prayer. Then, return to your seat. 

At the conclusion of Mass, neither the Lectionary nor the Book of the Gospels is carried out in 
the recession. When the recessional hymn is concluded, return to the ambo and be sure 
everything is the way you found it. Return the Book of the Gospels to the sacristy. 
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DRESS 

Readers should wear their “Sunday best.” Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean much anymore 
but, basically, men should at least wear a coat and tie and women should wear dresses and/or 
appropriate pants attire. We need to remember what we’re about at the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass and that we are standing on Holy Ground: 

 

“The sacrificial nature of the Mass, solemnly defended by the Council of Trent, because 
it accords with the universal tradition of the Church, was once more stated by the 
Second Vatican Council, which pronounced these clear words about the Mass: ‘At the 
Last Supper, Our Savior instituted the Eucharistic Sacrifice of his Body and Blood, by 
which the Sacrifice of his Cross is perpetuated until he comes again; and till then he 
entrusts the memorial of his Death and Resurrection to his beloved spouse, the 
Church.’” (Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 
Sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 47; cf. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen 
gentium, nos. 3, 28; Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, 
nos. 2, 4, 5) 


